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To confirm the Ufe of this Sea-Gage, (hewn before 
to the Society, I made another Experiment in the fol¬ 
lowing Manner. Having pour’d fome Quick-filver in¬ 
to the Bottle of the Gage, I pour’d on upon it Treacle 
to the Depth,of half an Inch, then fcrew’d on the 
Brafs Cap of the Bottle to which theGlafs Gage-Tube 
was cemented; by which Means the open End of the 
Tube was brought under the Surface of the Mercury, 
the fealed End being upwards. The Machine, thus fit¬ 
ted,was immers’d in a cylindrick Veil'd of Water, which 
with a Plate at Top wasprefs’d between two Pillars, in 
fuch Manner that Air might be condens’d over the Wa¬ 
ter without efcaping. Then having forc’d in fo much 
Air with a Syringe, as to lay on a Preffure equal to 
what would be -in a Depth of 40 Foot of Water, I 
open’d the Cock of the upper Plate, let out the Air, 
and, upon taking out the Machine, it appear’d how high 
the Qjaick-filver'had rifen in the Gage-Tube, by the 
greafy Mark which the Treacle left within. 


VII. Extract of Two uncommon Cafes of Tumours 
of the Abdomen , from a Latin Trad publifb’d 
at Strasburgh, Anno 1728, and entituled, 
Joannis Boeder!, M. D. &c. ad Exteros Me¬ 
dicos Epiftola; by W. Rutty, M. T>. ^ $, 
Seer. 

T H E firft is concerning a Woman, an Inhabitant 
of Strasburgh , of Thirty-two Years of Age, 
whole Belly, after an immature and hafty Labour, 
grew gradually for Ten Years together. During the 
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whole Time of Gcdation, fhe complain’d of fcarcelv 
any other Symptom than the Weight and Heavinefs or 
her Belly; only now and then of a tenfe Pain and a 
Difficulty in Refpiration: She fa id neverthelefs, that 
Flatufes would fometimes be difcharged from the ‘Pu¬ 
denda , and the more they were fo, the lefs Uneafinefs 
(he perceived. The Menftrua were regular as to Time } 
but as to Quantity fhe did not explain her felf: But in 
the latter Months, towards her Death, fhe grew plainly 
cachedick. Her Countenance was cadaverous ; her 
Bread and upper Limbs perfedly emaciated ; her Feet 
oedematous, and the Belly much more turgid and pro¬ 
minent than before; fo that at length die breathed with 
the utmoft Difficulty, and upon taking any Nourifh- 
ment, complained of a great Straitnefs in her Cheft. 
Upon opening the Abdomen, two Days after her Death, 
fome Water flow’d out, of a wheyifn. Colour, tho’ in 
what Quantity was not taken Notice of} but upon di¬ 
viding the ‘Uterus, a plentiful Quantity of a bloody 
Liquor ilfued from it, together with feventy-two Mote 
of different Figures and Solidity, and chiefly of a 
black Colour. One only, the 76th, was fix’d to the 
lower Part of the right Side of the ‘Uterus, contiguous 
to its internal Orifice. Thefe folid Subdances weighed 
64 Ounces; as the Liquor alfo filled 15 antient Alface 
Meafures, fo that taken together, the Whole weighed 
80 Pounds Apothecaries Weight. The Skin of the 
Abdomen was very thin, and almod tranfparent the 
Navel perfedly obliterated} the Fat almod entirely 
confirmed} theMufcles pale, flaccid, and very thin al¬ 
fo } and the ‘Peritoneum in fome Places fo drongly at¬ 
tach’d to the ‘Uterus, that it could not, without the 
utmoft Difficulty, be torn from it. The Body of the 
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*Uterus , which is naturally thick, was extenuated to 
the fame Degree of Rarity and Tranfparency with that 
of the Cutis of the Abdomen, and of a furprifing Ca¬ 
pacity. The Liver appear’d pale, and fo flaccid that 
it might be eafily rubb’d to Pieces. The Height of the 
Belly from the Vertebrte of the Loins to the Navel 
meafured i? Foot; its Length from the Cartilago enfi - 
for mis to the 'Pudenda , 2a Feet; and its Circumfe¬ 
rence at the Waift, 4 Feeet xa Inches, tho’ the Woman 
was naturally of a fmall Size and Stature. 

The Second is of a Maid-fervant in the fame City, 
of twenty-three Years of Age, whofe Belly, from a 
Suppreflion of the Menftrua, grew flowly for three 
Years, without any other notable Diforder; till upon 
an accidental Fall,, it encreafed fo much in fix Days, 
as to obliterate the Navel; and not being capable of a 
farther Diftenfion, Part of the Matter which caufed the 
Tumefadion, flowed down to the Legs and fwelled 
them likewife ; which brought on a Difficulty of 
Breathing, a fmall, frequent, and uneafyPulfe, with a 
total Lofs of Appetite. But what was more remark¬ 
able, the Syftole and c Diajlole of the Heart were plain¬ 
ly felt under the left Clavicle, the Pleart being, upon 
Diffedion, found thruft up to that Part of the Thorax. 
The 14th Day from the Fall, a Piiarrhoea came on, 
which kill’d her in a few Days. Upon making a fmall 
Incifion in the right Hypochondrium , there gu&ed out 
from the Cavity a Liquor, in Colour, Confidence, and 
Froth refembling well boiled Beer; which upon en¬ 
larging the Incifion, was followed by a foetid purulent 
Matter, with entire Portions of the putrified Caul 5 
which Matter filled y6 Strasburgh Pints. Upon this 
the Belly fubfided; but a large folid Subftance dill re¬ 
mained 
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mained under the containing Parts of the Abdomen. 
Opening therefore the whole Cavity, there was found 
under the left Groin aconliderabie Tumour, nourifhed 
by its proper VelTels, and every where fixed to the cir¬ 
cumjacent Membranes j which being freed from, it 
weighed 6 Pounds common Weight. This Tumour 
proved a Congeries of incyllated Abceifes (wrapt up in 
one common Covering) of different Sizes; the larged: 
as big as a Man’s two Fills, the fmallell the Size of an 
Egg ^ and each of a different Sort of Subfiance: Be- 
fides which was a great Number of Hydatides. The 
'peritoneum was as thick as the Cutis j the Caul al- 
moft entirely deftroyed ; the Stomach natural, but per¬ 
fectly empty ; the Guts livid, very much thickened and 
vaftly inflated, and moreover connected preternaturally 
to each other by peculiar Membranes. The Liver 
ftrongly adhered to the right Hyfochondrium , and its 
Coat parted from its Parenchyma almoft fpontaneoufly. 
The left Kidney very near equat’d the Spleen in Bulk, 
and the Pancreas was as hard as a Cartilage; but 
the Uterus and Bladder were found in fiatu fane. 
The Cavity of the Thorax was much fmaller than 
ufual, from the Contents of the Abdomen prefiing up 
the Piiaphragm into it; in which Cavity alfo was 
found the fame Sort of bloody putrid Liquor, as like- 
wife in the Pericardium . The right Ventricle of the 
Heart was preternaturally foft and flaccid, and being 
opened, was lined with Hydatides. The upper Parts 
of the Body were emaciated \ the lower much tume¬ 
fied by the Water contained within them. 

The Author, after this, cites three other Cafes of 
extraordinary preternatural Tumours of the Abdomen , 
communicated to him by Dr. Valentine Scheide , the 
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prefent chief Phyfician of Stras burgh , all which oc- 
curr’d in his own Practice j as the foregoing are re¬ 
corded in the Regider of that Univerfity. Thefe iike- 
wife are very remarkable: But as they are not altoge¬ 
ther fo uncommon, a particular Account need not be 
given of them. 


VIII. An Account of the Culture and 'Management 
of Saffron in England, by James Douglafs, 

M. D. Med. Regin. Extr. Cr S. R. S. 

A S Saffron grows at prefentmoft plentifully in Cam- 
bridge Jhire, and has grown formerly in feveral 
other Counties of England ,, the Method of Culture 
does not, I believe, vary much in any of them, and 
therefore I have judged it fufficient to fet down here 
the Obfervations which I employed proper Perfons, in 
different Seafons, to make in the Years 1713, 24, zy, 
and z8, up and down all that large Trad of Ground 
that lies between Saffron-Walden and Cambridge , in 
a Circle of abouit ten Miles Diameter. In that Coun¬ 
try Saffron has been longed cultivated, and therefore 
it may reafonably be expeded that the Inhabitants there¬ 
of are more throughly acquainted with it than they are 
any where elfe. 

I fhall begin with the Choice and Preparation of the 
Ground. The greateft Part of the Trad already men¬ 
tion’d is an open level Country with few Inclofures 5 
and the Cuftom there is, as in mod other Places, to crop 
two Years, and let the Land lie fallow the third. Saf¬ 
fron 



